
CSAFF Workshops on the  Sa fe ty Asse ssme nt of Foods De rive d from G e ne tic a lly Eng ine e re d Pla nts

O UR PURPO SE: The  Ce nte r fo r Sa fe ty Asse ssme nt o f Fo o d  a nd  Fe e d  (CSAFF) pro mo te s sc ie nc e -b a se d  

a ppro a c he s to  the  sa fe ty a sse ssme nt o f fo o d s a nd  fe e d s, with a  stro ng  e mpha sis o n impro ve d  kno wle d g e  

d isse mina tio n a nd  c a pa c ity b uild ing . 

RECO G NIZING  THE NEED: Altho ug h a ll c o untrie s ind ic a te  tha t the ir risk a sse ssme nts o f g e ne tic a lly e ng ine e re d  

(GE) fo o d s a re  fo und e d  o n Co d e x Alime nta rius p rinc ip le s a nd  o the r inte rna tio na l g uid a nc e , the re  re ma in 

significant differences in data requirements among countries. These differences contribute added complexity, 
time , a nd  c o st fo r a ll d e ve lo pe rs, furthe r e xa c e rb a te  a sync hro no us re vie ws a nd  a utho riza tio ns, a nd  sta nd  

in the  wa y o f a c hie ving  re g io na l o r sub -re g io na l re g ula to ry c o o pe ra tio n.

PLANNING  THE WO RKSHO PS: Emb ra c ing  the  ILSI tripa rtite  mo d e l, CSAFF c o lla b o ra te d  with DuPo nt Pio ne e r, 

Bio te c h Co nso rtium Ind ia  Limite d  a nd  Este l Co nsult Ltd . to  c re a te  a  two  pha se d  wo rksho p  fo c use d  o n the  

sa fe ty a sse ssme nt o f fo o d s d e rive d  fro m g e ne tic a lly e ng ine e re d  p la nts. Pha se  I wa s he ld  in Ne w De lhi, Ind ia  

fro m Ma y 19-23. Pha se  II wa s he ld  a t DuPo nt’ s Stine  Ha ske ll Re se a rc h Ce nte r in Ne wa rk, De la wa re , USA fro m 

Se pte mb e r 15-19. 

IDENTIFYING  PARTICIPANTS: 15 pa rtic ipa nts tra ve le d  fro m 7 d iffe re nt c o untrie s to  a tte nd  e a c h o f the  5 d a y 

wo rksho ps. The  wo rksho ps fo c use d  o n the  te c hnic a l tra ining  o f thre e  c ritic a l sta ke ho ld e r g ro ups:

1. Re g ula to rs a nd  sc ie ntists fro m the  pub lic  se c to r who  a re  c a lle d  upo n to  c o nd uc t sa fe ty a sse ssme nts o f   

    fo o d s d e rive d  fro m g e ne tic a lly e ng ine e re d  (GE) p la nts o n b e ha lf o f na tio na l b io sa fe ty c o mmitte e s

2. Pub lic  se c to r sc ie ntists e ng a g e d  in p ro d uc t d e ve lo pme nt

3. Sc ie ntists fro m pub lic  institutio ns tha t a re  func tio ning  a s c o ntra c t re se a rc h o rg a niza tio ns to  p ro vid e  

te sting     se rvic e s fo r pub lic  se c to r p ro d uc t d e ve lo pe rs

FO CUSING  O N THE G O ALS: The  pha se d  a ppro a c h o f the se  wo rksho ps wa s d e sig ne d  to  g ive  pa rtic ipa nts time  

to  p ro c e ss the  le a rning s fro m Pha se  I a nd  a pp ly the m in pra c tic e  in the ir o wn o rg a niza tio ns b e fo re  re uniting  

fo r Pha se  II  Tra ine e s c a me  b a c k fo r Pha se  II with a  stro ng  fo und a tio n fo r the  mo re  a d va nc e d  te c hnic a l 

d isc ussio ns o n to xic ity te sting  tha t to o k p la c e .  This a ppro a c h so ug ht to  inc re a se  kno wle d g e , e nha nc e  te c hnic a l 

c o mpe te nc e  a nd  d e ve lo p  a  ne two rk o f sc ie ntists a nd  re g ula to rs a ro und  the  wo rld .

G oa l I

Esta b lish a  b a se line  und e rsta nd ing  

o f the  c o nc e p ts a nd  princ ip le s o f 

fo o d  sa fe ty a sse ssme nt

G oa l II 

Ob se rve  a nd  und e rsta nd  the  

pro c e sse s o f a c ute  a nd  

sub c hro nic  to xic ity te sting  

G oa l III 

Build  a  c o mmunity o f p ra c tic e

MEASURING  THE O UTCO MES: Pa rtic ipa nts we re  surve ye d  a fte r the  c o mple tio n o f the  wo rksho ps in o rd e r to  

e va lua te  the  impa c t o f the  e ve nts. Thro ug h this fe e d b a c k, the  wo rksho ps we re  sho wn to  b e  impa c tful a nd  a ll 

o f the  g o a ls we re  a c hie ve d .  

G oa l I: Ac hie ve d

• Pa rtic ipa nts sha re d  tha t the ir kno wle dg e  

a nd  und e rsta nd ing  o f sa fe ty a sse ssme nts 

o f fo o d s d e rive d  fro m GE p la nts 

inc re a se d  fro m a  ra ting  o f “ fa ir”  p rio r to  

the  wo rksho p  to  a  ra ting  o f “ ve ry g o o d ”  

a fte r a tte nd ing  the  wo rksho p . 

• “The tools acquired in Phases I and II 
ha ve  a llo we d  me  to  und e rsta nd  a nd  

a pp ly the  sa fe ty a sse ssme nt p ro c e ss in 

a much more dynamic and efficient 
wa y.”

• “The  wo rksho p  wa s we ll o rg a nize d  

with the  rig ht mix o f le c ture s a nd  

pra c tic a l e xpo sure s o f va rio us a spe c ts 

o f fo o d  sa fe ty a na lysis. Bo th pha se s 

o f the  wo rksho p  we re  va lua b le  to  me  

a s it impro ve d  my kno wle d g e  a nd  

und e rsta nd ing  o f sa fe ty a sse ssme nt.”

G oa l II: Ac hie ve d

• 89% o f pa rtic ipa nts who  re spo nd e d  

to  the  surve y ha ve  b e e n a b le  to  a pp ly 

wha t the y le a rne d  d uring  the  wo rksho p  

to  the ir wo rk. 

• “The  se c tio n o n c o nd uc ting  to xic ity 

stud ie s a nd  the  pa ra me te rs to  b e  

stud ie d  wa s ve ry use ful. All this will he lp  

me  in d e ve lo p ing  a  ro a d  ma p  fo r o ur 

tra nsg e nic  e ve nt.”

• “This wo rksho p  c o mple te ly c ha ng e d  

the  wa y I lo o k a t the  b io sa fe ty d a ta . 

It imme nse ly impro ve d  my a na lytic a l 

ability as well as confidence.”
• “ I wa s a b le  to  le a rn a b o ut the  pra c tic a l 

a spe c t o f p ro te in to xic ity stud ie s whic h 

I ha ve  ne ve r b e e n e xpo se d  to  b e fo re .”

G oa l III: Ac hie ve d

• 78% o f pa rtic ipa nts ha ve  sha re d  the  

wo rksho p  ma te ria ls with c o lle a g ue s. 

• 45% ha ve  use d  the  info rma tio n 

pre se nte d  in the  wo rksho p  to  p re pa re  

g uid e line s, re g ula tio ns a nd  po lic ie s.

• “The  e xpe rie nc e s I g a ine d  fro m the  

wo rksho p  will b e  ve ry pra c tic a l fo r me  a s I 

wo rk o n d e ve lo p ing  GE mic ro o rg a nisms, 

te a c hing  stud e nts o n b io sa fe ty a nd  

a s a  me mb e r in d iffe re nt na tio na l 

c o mmitte e s.”

• “ I lo o k fo rwa rd  to  sha ring  wha t I ha ve  

le a rnt with my c o lle a g ue s.”

• “The  b e st pa rt o f the  wo rksho p  is 

tha t mo st o f the  fa c ulty we re  pre se nt 

thro ug ho ut the  pro g ra m whic h e na b le d  

us to  e ng a g e  in o ne  o n o ne  d isc ussio ns 

a nd  e xc ha ng e  vie ws e ve n a fte r the ir 

le c ture s we re  o ve r.”  

15 Pa rtic ipa nts Atte nde d the  Workshops Atte nde e s Tra ve le d from 7 Diffe re nt Countrie s 50%  of Pa rtic ipa nts a re  Re g ula tors a nd 

43%  a re  Re se a rc h Sc ie ntists


